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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Priority Application Serial No 08/623,610 

Priority Filing Date March 29, 1996 

Inventor Shoff et al. 

Priority Group Art Unit 2711 

Priority Examiner R. House 

Attorney's Docket No MS1-089USC1 



Title: Interactive Entertainment System for Presenting Supplemental Interactive 
Content Together with Continuous Video Programs 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



To: Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



From: James R. Banowsky (Tel. 509-324-9256x16; Fax 509-323-8979) 
Lee & Hayes, PLLC 
421 W. Riverside Avenue, Suite 430 
Spokane, WA 99201 



In the Specification: 

Please insert the following section at the beginning of the specification 
before the heading "Technical Field:" 



- RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application Serial No.08/623,610, 
filed 3/29/1996, which is now U.S. Patent No. .-- 



In the Claims : 

Claims 1-55 are contained in the Application as filed. 

Kindly cancel claims 1-55. 

Please add the following new claims 56-69. 
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- 56. A method for enhancing a continuous video content program with 
supplemental hyperlink content to provide viewer interactivity with the video 
content program, comprising the following steps: 

configuring digital data which defines a display layout prescribing how the 
supplemental hyperlink content and the video content program are to appear in 
relation to one another when displayed; 

transmitting the digital data and the video content program to a viewer 
computing unit; and 

displaying the supplemental hyperlink content and the video content 
program according to the display layout — 

- 57. A method as recited in claim 56, further comprising the following 

steps: 

configuring the data to define multiple different display layouts that are 
selectively displayed to the viewer depending upon the viewer's selections of 
possible choices presented in the supplemental hyperlink content; and 

dynamically changing the display layouts of the supplemental hyperlink 
content and the video content program in response to said viewer's selections. 

»58. A method as recited in claim 56, wherein the transmitting step 
comprises the step of transmitting the digital data along with the video content 
program as the same signah- 
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-59. A method as recited in claim 58, further comprising the following 

steps: 

receiving said signal containing the digital data and the video content 
program at the viewer computing unit; and 

separating the digital data from the video content program at the viewer 
computing unit— 

-60. A method as recited in claim 56, wherein the transmitting step 
comprises the step of transmitting the digital data along with the video content 
program as two separate signals. — 

—61. A method as recited in claim 56, wherein the transmitting step 

comprises the following steps: 

transmitting the digital data as a first signal from a first source; and 
transmitting the video content program as a second signal from a second 

source that is different than the first source. - 

-62. A method as recited in claim 56, wherein the configuring steps 
comprises the step of creating an HTML document having HTML extension 
attributes that assist in defining the display layout. -- 

—63. A method as recited in claim 62, further comprising the step of 
creating the HTML document using at least one extension attribute selected from a 
group comprising: a background extension attribute which specifies how a 
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background is to appear; an image source extension attribute which specifies an 
address of a video source to be displayed; and a focus extension attribute to specify 
where a focus indicia is located in the display. 



LEE & HAVES, PLLC 



4 



1211001356 G \MSl\089usc2XMSl-089USC2 M01 doc 



1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 



-64. A method as recited in claim 56, wherein the configuring steps 
comprises the step of creating an HTML document having one or more HTML 
tags that assist in defining the display layout. - 

-65. A method as recited in claim 64, further comprising the step of 
creating the HTML document using at least one tag selected from a group of tags 
comprising: a tag to control update or display of sound or pictures; a tag to store 
and coordinate collections of images; a tag to control font styles; a tag to retrieve 
and display one of the images; and a tag to describe transition from one screen 
display to another. — 

~ 66. A method for authoring an interactive entertainment program, 
comprising the following steps: 

constructing digital data to support interactive functionality with a video 
content program, the digital data being configured to permit a viewer to 
interactively control display of supplemental content along with the video content 
program; 

defining a display layout of how the supplemental content and the video 
content program are displayed; and 

encoding the digital data with instructions to dynamically change the 
display layout of the supplemental content and the video content program. - 

-67. A method as recited in claim 66, further comprising the step of 
encoding the digital data with instructions to dynamically change the display 
layout in response to viewer control. — 
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68. A computer-readable storage medium containing a target resource, 
the target resource comprising: 

supplemental content for rendering to a viewer to supplement viewing of a 
continuous, non-interactive video stream; 

one or more elements prescribing how the supplemental content is to be 
rendered along with, and relative to, the video stream. — 

-69. A computer-readable storage medium as recited in claim 68 wherein 
the target resource comprises an HTML document and the elements comprise 
HTML tags and/or extension attributes for HTML tags. - 
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REMARKS 

Applicant respectfully requests entry of the above amendments prior to 
examination of the application. Claims 56-69 are pending in this application. 

Claims 56-60 are modified versions of original claims 9-13, as they were 
pending in parent application. 

Claims 61-65 are modified versions of original claims 15-19, as they were 
pending in parent application. 

Claim 66-67 are modified versions of original claims 36-37, as they were 
pending in parent application. 

Claims 68-69 are modified versions of original claims 54-55, as they were 
pending in parent application. 
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Conclusion 

All pending claims 56-69 are in condition for allowance. Applicant 
respectfully requests prompt issuance of the subject application. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Date: - °° By: 

Reg. No. 37,773 
(509) 324-9256 ext. 16 




Lee & haVes, pllc 



8 



1211001356 G \MSl\089usc2\MSl-089USC2 M01.doc 



